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About Mark Fitzgerald and The Digital Darkroom 

The Digital Darkroom was founded in 2002 by Mark Fitzgerald. Before founding “The Digital 

Darkroom” Mark spent nearly 20 years working in and consulting for professional photolabs 

and helping photographers create complete their visions. 

Now as a Photoshop, Lightroom, and digital workflow consultant, 

teacher, and author Mark has had the opportunity to see the variety of 

methods and tools today's photographers are using. This has enabled 

him to see what works and what doesn't. Using this knowledge, he's 

been able to develop a flexible and intuitive system that helps 

photographers get the high quality results they demand in the least 

amount of time. 

"I am committed to helping photographers manage the digital 

transition and thrive in our ever-changing Photographic paradigm. I do 

that by acting as guide and mentor, helping each 

photographer  traverse  unfamiliar terrain until it becomes familiar. 

Mark Fitzgerald ~ 2011 

I’m committed to helping photographers manage the digital transition and 
thrive in our ever-changing Photographic paradigm. I do that by acting as 
guide and mentor, helping each photographer  traverse  unfamiliar terrain 
until it becomes familiar. Please feel free to contact me and let me know 
what I can do to help you on your photographic journey." 

Mark Fitzgerald ~ 2011 

 

Mark  Fitzgerald 

mailto:mark@ddroom.com


Juan Pons     

Juan A. Pons was born and raised in San Juan, Puerto Rico. At the age of sixteen, Juan 

began attending high school at Chapel Hill-Chauncey Hall in Waltham, Massachusetts. The 

school had an excellent photography program lead by an inspiring teacher, Alice Solorow, 

and it was here that Juan’s interest in photography began. Juan’s studies focused on the 

essentials of photography such as light, composition, and developing an artistic eye. Juan 

concentrated on black and white photography in high school, developing his own film and 

processing his own prints. 

Upon graduating from high school, Juan attended Clark University where he continued to 

pursue his interests in photography and gain experience working with the media. Juan 

worked as student photographer for the university’s communications department and also 

took on occasional photo work for the university newspaper and yearbook. In addition, he 

helped develop photo portfolios for several aspiring models/actresses. 

Following his four years in college, Juan’s photography pursuits yielded to his professional 

career demands and he was not able to dedicate time to developing his skill. Juan has led a 

very successful career as a computer engineer specializing in scalable, high performing, 

and secure systems design for over 14 years. He has held various positions including 

Director of IS, Senior Systems Engineer, Chief Systems Architect, and most recently Vice-

President of Development for a mobile applications development company. After several 

years, Juan picked up photography with renewed vigor, this time using color slide film for its 

color richness and ease of use. Juan continued to learn about the artistic and technical 

aspects of the craft and, as a lifelong nature enthusiast, Juan’s photography subjects 

became focused on nature and wildlife. 

Soon after rekindling his interest in photography, Juan converted to digital equipment due to 

the tremendous advantages he feels digital technology offers. Digital equipment allows Juan 

to have the same control over his images as he once had when he developed and printed 

his own black and white images. While Juan now uses digital photography technology 

exclusively, his images are unaltered and present subjects as they appear in nature. Juan 

has been recognized for the considerable skill he has developed in digital photography and 



now runs a business offering services to other photographers in the early stages of using 

digital photography technology. 

As a nature and wildlife photographer, Juan is a strong supporter of wildlife and natural 

habitat conservation and is a member of several conservation organizations. Though private 

individuals purchase photos directly from him, Juan donates his images to non-profit 

organizations with nature and wildlife preservation missions. 

Juan, his wife Abby, and their son Nathaniel live in Pittsboro, North Carolina. Although much 

of his photography is focused on native wildlife in North Carolina, Juan and his family also 

travel frequently to other regions of interest, such as Puerto Rico, New England, and the 

Southwestern states. Juan never ceases to be amazed by the natural subjects he 

photographs and hopes that sharing his photographs will inspire others to appreciate and 

respect natural life. 

Juan’s work has been featured on numerous publications, including: Sierra Magazine, 

Nature Conservancy, Audubon Magazine, Audubon North Carolina, Wildlife in North 

Carolina, The Independent, and others. 

 

David M. Cobb 

As a long-distance hiker, I have sharpened my photographic 
perspective over the years on the Pacific Crest Trail, the 
Continental Divide, the Canadian Divide and most recently 
walking across Iceland. After years of capturing images along 
the trail and becoming more and more passionate about the 
art of photography, I took the leap and “quit my day job” to 
devote myself full time to my photographic work. 

Now as I photograph throughout the US and around the world, 
I am continually awed by the broad spectrum of nature’s 
offerings—from a delicate heliconia flower on the exotic island 
of Roratonga to the sweeping Icelandic landscape. My 
particular fondness for the Pacific Northwest is reflected in my 
local outdoor shots. My goal is to capture the wonders I see in 
nature for the enjoyment of all those with an eye for the 
extraordinary. 

David M. Cobb is a member of NANPA (North American Nature Photography Association), 

PPA (Professional Photographers of America), and GWA (Garden Writers Association). He 

lives in the Pacific Northwest with his wife and their three cats.  



ED HEATON 
 

Ed is a published and award-winning professional 

photographer residing in Chester County, Pennsylvania 

who specializes in landscape, nature and travel 

photography. For close to ten years now, Ed has conducted 

Creative Composition workshops, seminars, and classes on 

an ongoing basis. Ed’s passion for the outdoors is definitely 

reflected in his photography. His ability to capture light and 

make extraordinary images from ordinary subjects is truly a 

gift. Ed’s combination of traditional and innovated 

techniques have been instrumental in his success. 

 

Ed is speaking at the 2011 Convention as a guest of 

Tamron. 

 

 

 

Robert O'Toole 

 

Robert O’Toole is an award winning professional 

photographer, as a BBC / Shell Wildlife “Photographer of the 

Year” competition award winner and the American Bald Eagle 

Foundation “Photographer of the Year “ for 2008. 

A full time professional photographer specializing in wildlife 

and nature, Robert has been a professional photographer for 

more than 20 years. As an accomplished instructor, Robert 

leads photography workshop tours across the US and 

internationally. He also offers tutorial CDs featuring unique 

image enhancement techniques. 

Currently he is based in Florida and California and uses a variety of top professional 

cameras and Sigma lenses. Robert has also worked in commercial photography all around 

the globe, with clients including Quiksilver Inc, Billabong International, Liquid Energy Ltd, 

Action Sports Group, and Atoll Media Ltd. 

Join Robert O'Toole on his latest photographic safari to photograph the wildlife in Alaska. 

Learn the latest professional photography and digital imaging techniques employed in the 

making of the images presented.  Robert will give special attention to lens selection and 

proper field techniques in working with long tele lenses in a wild environment. 



Session speaker: 

Lloyd Smith 

Lloyd is a retired middle school and community college 

educator where he taught math, science, and 

photography.  He is also a retired seasonal park ranger.  His 

first introduction to photography was when his father built a 

darkroom at home, and he continued to use film long after 

many had converted to digital. Lloyd and his twin brother 

Larry spent their first five years in California where their 

father worked in the war effort before moving to 

Oregon.  After living in Oregon for 55 years, Lloyd retired ten 

years ago in Longview, Washington.  Combining his passion 

for photography with his primary vocations as a teacher and 

park ranger was a natural connection, so when he isn’t 

working at his current job as a licensed funeral director and crematory manager, Lloyd 

spends time sharpening his photography skills, and in the past seven years, has traveled to 

14 countries with Builders International, a non-profit charitable organization, taking photos 

that are used to promote building projects and to help engineers design schools and 

churches in those countries.  Of course Lloyd does not limit his photos to structures, but 

takes advantage of the opportunities to capture candid street photos of the people and 

culture. 

Lloyd will cover a wide range of his photographic interests, such as micro-photography, flash 

photography, wedding and portrait photography, and on-the-street photography, which 

includes the streets of devastated Haiti, young children in the Congo, street performers in 

Argentina, hiking in national parks, and Brussels at Christmas.  He loves for his photos to 

tell a story.   

Taking photos for non-profits often means not receiving a salary, and sometimes even 

requires paying his own expenses.  However, the satisfaction outweighs any monetary 

issues.   

Lloyd will discuss the advantages of using white balance for dramatic effects.  He will also 

demonstrate how to pack photography equipment for traveling by keeping it as light and 

simple as possible.   

  



Session speaker: 

Rob Welles – www.legendslicensing.com 

Rob Welles is the primary digital restoration artist for 
The Archives (aka Legends Licensing). The 
Archives, started in 1994 by Joshua Greene, 
specializes in high-resolution scanning and fine art 
printing of old film, particularly celebrities from the 
50s, 60s & 70s. Clientele of The Archives range 
from The Smithsonian to Playboy Magazine. Rob 
joined The Archives in 2005, where he quickly 
honed his already extensive Photoshop skills.  
 
Rob has had a life-long passion for photography. 
With the advent of digital photography, inkjet printing 
and Photoshop in the 90s, he left behind his film 
equipment and fully embraced imagery made of 
ones and zeroes. 
 
Rob is a seasoned presenter, having led scores of seminars and workshops. He has a talent 
for breaking down complex subjects into easy-to-understand fundamentals. A member of 
the Siuslaw Viewfinders Camera Club, his frequent workshops for the club are heavily 
attended and well-regarded. 
 
 

 

Evelyn VanDyke – www.reflectionsbyevelyn.com  
 
My name is Evelyn Van Dyke and I have loved and 

enjoyed photography since I was a young girl. Even with 

my little disposable camera I would go around and take 

photos of anyone and anything. Today I get to apply more 

of what I've learned over the years to my photography and 

put a smile on those I photograph with the images I 

capture. 

 

I am proud of all of the images I take and those I meet and 

work with along the way. Getting clients to have fun being 

themselves and enjoy the photo session is what I like the 

most.  

 
  

http://www.reflectionsbyevelyn.com/


Dick Callen - Epson 

What Does it Take to Print Great Images? 

 

Epson Evangelist Dick Callen has been with Epson 

for the past 15 years, including 8 years with the 

Epson Evangelist Team.  Dick is also a photographer 

and will be telling us about the latest and greatest in 

digital printing. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if someone would just hand you 

the Magic Wand for perfect prints?  You know your 

eye saw the light, gesture and color; you think your 

camera captured it; but the image on paper looks mediocre. 

Join Epson Evangelist Dick Callen to discover how to improve your prints, by managing your 

color space that starts in the camera and ends with a great print. 

Also visit Dick in the vendor area, demonstrating the new R3000 printer.  

 

 

Ryan Kristin – onOne Software 

The Perfect Photo Suite 5.5 includes 7 award-winning products to help solve 7 of the most 

common problems photographers face. The Perfect Photo Suite will make digital 

photography easier, faster and better. But don't just take our word for it. The Perfect Photo 

Suite has received several awards for three years in a row including the Digital Photo 

magazine Editors' Choice Award (2010), American Photo magazine's Editors' Choice Award 

(2009) and the Studio Photography Reader's Choice Award for best Photoshop plug-in in 

2008. 

  



Laurie A. Rubin – Nik Software 

Enhancing the Scenic and Wildlife Image with 

Nik Software 

Presented by Laurie A. Rubin 

Laurie A. Rubin is an award-winning 

photographer specializing in nature and 

landscape photography. Her passion for 

photography as well as a career working for 

software companies such as Genigraphics, 

Adobe, and Gryphon has prepared her for her 

latest role. 

As the Education Project Manager for Nik Software, the makers of award-winning software 

for photographers, Laurie oversees all of Nik’s acclaimed live Guest and Master training 

webinars and is responsible for creating and coordinating educational content and projects. 

She teaches a number of Master Classes and Seminars herself on enhancing landscape 

and wildlife images, and co-hosts guest webinars with well-known photographers like Rick 

Sammon, Tony Sweet, RC Concepcion, Moose Peterson, Jack Reznicki, Jim Zuckerman, 

Andy Marcus and many more. 

Most recently Laurie won 1st place in the “Best of Nature” show and was nominated as an 

Honored Photographer for the Windland Smith Rice International Awards (Natures Best 

Photography magazine) as well as other numerous awards. She serves on the Board of the 

Cabrillo National Monument Foundation, she is on the Awards Committee for the North 

American Nature Photography Association (NANPA) and she is a Nikon Professional 

Services (NPS) member.  

Her passion for photography and sharing with others, skill behind the camera and vast post-

processing experience in the “digital darkroom” makes her a sought out favorite for 

educational webinars and seminars. 

"Photography is art - whether it is realistic or artistic, it is your vision, what you saw at that 

moment. You can choose to leave it as is, or enhance it to bring out the feeling of the 

moment. The choice is yours."  

- Laurie A. Rubin, Education Project Manager, Nik Software 


